
Sl. No. Medicine Name Therapeutic Catogory
Category (Essential/ 

Desirable)

1 Acceclofenac 
Non-opioid analgesics, antipyretics and nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory 
medicines 

Essential

2 Acetazolamide Opthalmological Medicines Essential

3 Activated Charcoal Antidotes and other substances used in poisoning Essential

4 Acyclovir
1. Anti-Viral Medicines
2. Opthalmological Medicines

Essential

5 Adrenaline (Epinephrine)
1. Anti Allergics and Medicines Used In Anaphylaxis
2. Medicines used in shock and heart failure 

Essential

6 Albendazole Intestinal Anti- helminthics Essential

7 Allopurinol

1. Medicines used in Palliative Care
2. Medicines used to treat Gout
3. Non-opioid analgesics, antipyretics and nonsteroidal anti-
inflammatory medicines

Essential

8 Amikacin Anti- Bacterial medicines Essential

9 Aminophylline Medicines acting on the Respiratory tract Essential

10 Amiodarone Anti-Arrhythmic Medicines Essential

11 Amitriptyline As per mental health programme Essential

12 Amlodipine Anti-Hypertensive Medicines Essential

13 Amoxicillin Anti- Bacterial medicines Essential

14 Amoxicillin (A) + Clavulanic Acid (B) Anti- Bacterial medicines Essential

15 Ampicillin Anti- Bacterial medicines Essential

16 Antacid (Non - Systemic Type) Gastrointestinal medicines Essential

17 Anti- Rabies serum Immunologicals/Vaccines Essential

18 Anti-D Immunoglobulin (Recombinant) Immunologicals (Rhesus disease & immuno thrombocytopenia) Essential

19 Ascorbic acid (Vitamin C) Vitamins and Minerals Essential

20 Aspirin (Acetylsalicylic acid)

1. Non-opioid analgesics, antipyretics and nonsteroidal anti-
inflammatory medicines 
2. Antiplatelets and Antithrombotic Medicines
3. Anti migraine Medicines

Essential

21 Atenolol Anti-Hypertensive Medicines Essential

22 Atorvastatin Hypolipidemic Medicines Essential

23 Atropine
1. Anaesthetics Agent
2. Ophthalmological Medicines  

Essential

24 Azithromycin Anti- Bacterial medicines Essential

25 B Complex Vitamins and Minerals Essential

26 Beclomethasone Medicines acting on the Respiratory tract Essential

27 Benzoyl Peroxide Dermatological Medicines Essential

28
Betamethasone
(including nebulising solution)

1. Anti allergics and medicines used in Anaphylaxis
2. Dermatological Medicines
3. Medicines acting on the Respiratory tract 

Essential

29 Bisacodyl Gastrointestinal medicines Essential
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30 Bromhexine Hydrochloride Medicines acting on the Respiratory tract Essential

31 Budesonide Medicines acting on the Respiratory tract Essential

32 Bupivacaine Hydrochloride Anaesthetics Agent  Essential

33 Calamine Dermatological Medicines Essential

34 Calcium carbonate Vitamins and Minerals Essential

35 Calcium Carbonate with Vitamin D3 Vitamins and Minerals Essential

36 Calcium Gluconate
1. Antidotes and other substances used in poisoning
2. Vitamins & Minerals

Essential

37
Calcium with Phosphate in ratio 2:1 with 
Vitamin D

Vitamins and Minerals Essential

38 Carbamazepine As per mental health programme Essential

39 Carbimazole Thyroid and Antithyroid Medicines Essential

40 Carboprost Oxytocics and Antioxytocics Essential

41 Carboxymethylcellulose Opthalmological Medicines Essential

42 Cefadroxil Anti- Bacterial medicines Essential

43 Cefixime Anti- Bacterial medicines Essential

44 Cefotaxime Anti- Bacterial medicines Essential

45 Ceftriaxone Anti- Bacterial medicines Essential

46 Chloramphenicol
Ophthalmological Medicines
(Also used as anti bacterial medicines)

Essential

47 Chlorhexidine Gluconate Oral Care Essential

48 Chlorine Antiseptics & Disinfectants Essential

49 Chlorpromazine As per mental health programme Essential

50 Chlorthalidone Diuretics Essential

51 Cholecalciferol (Vitamin D3) Vitamins and Minerals Essential

52 Ciprofloxacin
1. Anti- Bacterial medicines
2. Ear, Nose & Throat Medicines
3. Opthalmological Medicines

Essential

53 Clobazam As per mental health programme Essential

54 Clonazepam Medicines used in Generalized Anxiety and Sleep Disorders Essential

55 Clopidogrel Medicine Affecting Blood Essential

56 Clotrimazole
1.Anti fungal Medicines
2. Ear, Nose and Throat Medicines

Essential

57
Combo Ear Drop: Chloramphenicol(A)  + 
Clotrimazole(B) +Lignocaine 
Hydrochloride(C ) 

Ear, Nose & Throat Medicines Essential

58
Co-trimoxazole [Sulphamethoxazole (A) + 
Trimethoprim (B)]

Anti- Bacterial medicines Essential

59 Dexamethasone Anti allergics and medicines used in Anaphylaxis Essential

60 Dextromethorphan Medicines acting on the Respiratory tract Essential
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61 Dextrose
Solutions correcting Water, Electrolyte disturbances  
and Acid-base disturbances

Essential

62 Diazepam As per mental health programme Essential

63 Diclofenac Sodium
Non-opioid analgesics, antipyretics and nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory 
medicines 

Essential

64 Dicyclomine Gastrointestinal medicines Essential

65 Diethylcarbamazine Intestinal Anti- helminthics medicines Essential

66 Digoxin Cardiovascular Medicines Essential

67 Diltiazem Cardiovascular Medicines Essential

68 Dinoprostone Prostaglandins Essential

69 Domperidone Gastrointestinal medicines Essential

70 Dopamine Cardiovascular Medicines Essential

71 Doxycycline Anti- Bacterial medicines Essential

72 Drotaverine Anti-Spasmodic Medicines Essential

73 Ear wax solvent drops Ear, Nose & Throat Medicines Essential

74 Enalapril Anti-Hypertensive Medicines Essential

75 Enoxaparin
1. Cardiovascular Medicines
2. Medicine Affecting Blood

Essential

76 Escitalopram As per mental health programme Essential

77 Ethamsylate Anti-Haemorrhagic Medicines Essential

78 Ethyl Alcohol (denatured) Antiseptics & Disinfectants Essential

79
Etofyllin B Plus (A) + Anhydrous 
Theophylline (B)) 

Medicines acting on the Respiratory tract Essential

80 Ferric Carboxy Maltose Medicines affecting blood Essential

81 Ferrous Salt (A) + Folic Acid (B) Medicines affecting blood Essential

82 Ferrous salt (Equivalent to elemental iron) Medicines affecting blood Essential

83 Fexofenadine Antiallergics and Medicines used in Anaphylaxis Essential

84 Fluconazole Anti- Fungal Medicines Essential

85 Fluoxetine As per mental health programme Essential

86 Folic acid Medicines affecting blood Essential

87 Formoterol (A) + Budesonide (B) Medicines acting on the respiratory tract Essential

88
Formoterol/Salmeterolol and Fluticasone: 
Combination of LABA (Long Acting ß 
agonist) +ICS (Inhaled Corticosteroids)

Medicines acting on the respiratory tract Essential

89 Framycetin Dermatological Medicines Essential

90 Furosemide
1. Anti Hypertensive
2. Diuretics

Essential

91 Fusidic Acid Dermatological Medicines Essential

92 Gamma Benzene Hexachloride Dermatological Medicines Essential
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93 Gentamicin
1. Anti- Bacterial medicines
2. Opthalmological Medicines

Essential

94 Gliclazide Medicine Used in Diabetes Mellitus Essential

95 Glimepiride Medicine Used in Diabetes Mellitus Essential

96 Glucose 75 mg Packet for OGTT Test Medicine Used in Diabetes Mellitus Essential

97 Glucose with Sodium Chloride/ Saline
Solutions correcting Water, Electrolyte disturbances  
and Acid-base disturbances

Essential

98 Glutaraldehyde Antiseptics and Disinfectants Essential

99 Glycerin/Glycerol Dermatological Medicines Essential

100 Glyceryl Trinitrate (Nitroglycerin) Cardiovascular Medicines Essential

101 Haloperidol Medicine used in Psychotic disorder Essential

102 Heparin Sodium Medicines affecting blood Essential

103 Hepatitis B Immunoglobulin Immunologicals- Sera and Immunoglobulins (Liquid/ Lyophilized) Essential

104 Hydrochlorothiazide 
1. Anti Hypertensive
2. Diuretics

Essential

105 Hydrocortisone Succinate Anti allergics and medicines used in Anaphylaxis Essential

106 Hydrogen Peroxide Antiseptics & Disinfectants Essential

107 Hydroxychloroquine Disease Modifying Agents used in Rheumatoid Disorders Essential

108 Hydroxyethyl Starch(HES)
Solutions correcting water, electrolyte disturbances and acid-base 
disturbances

Essential

109 Hyoscine butyl bromide
1.Medicines Acting on Respiratory Tract
2.Antispasmodic medicines

Essential

110 Ibuprofen 
1. Non opioid Analgesic, Anti-Pyretic and Non steroidal Anti 
Inflammatory Medicines. 
2. Anti migraine Medicines

Essential

111 Insulin Medicine Used in Diabetes Mellitus Essential

112 Ipratropium Medicines acting on the Respiratory tract Essential

113 Iron Sucrose Medicines affecting blood Essential

114 Isosorbide dinitrate Cardiovascular Medicines Essential

115 Isosorbide-5- mononitrate Cardiovascular Medicines Essential

116 Itraconazole Anti-Fungal Medicines Essential

117 Ketamine Anaesthetics Agent  Essential

118 Ketorolac Dental restorative materials and medicines Essential

119 Labetalol Anti-Hypertensive Medicines Essential

120 Lactulose
1. Medicines used in Palliative Care
2. Gastrointestinal medicines

Essential

121 Levetiracetam As per mental health programme Essential

122 Levocetirizine Anti allergics and medicines used in Anaphylaxis Essential

123 Levodopa (A) + Carbidopa (B) Anti- Prakinsonism medicines Essential
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124 Levothyroxine Thyroid and Antithyroid medicines Essential

125 Lignocaine
1. Anaesthetics Agent  
2. Opthalmological Medicines
3. Antiarrhythmics

Essential

126 Lignocaine (A) + Adrenaline (B) Anaesthetics Agent  Essential

127 Linezolide Anti bacterial Medicines Essential

128 Lorazepam As per mental health programme Essential

129 Magnesium Sulphate As per mental health programme Essential

130 Mannitol Diuretics Essential

131 Mefenamic acid
Non-opioid Analgesics, Antipyretics and Non-steroidal Anti- 
inflammatory Drugs

Essential

132 Menadione (Vitamin K3) Vitamins and Minerals Essential

133 Mephentermine Anti- Hypotensive Medicines Essential

134 Metformin Medicine Used in Diabetes Mellitus Essential

135 Methotrexate Disease Modifying Agents used in Rheumatoid Disorders Essential

136 Methyldopa Anit- Hypertensive Essential

137 Methylergometrine maleate Oxytocics and Antioxytocics Essential

138 Metoclopramide Gastrointestinal medicines Essential

139 Metoprolol Cardiovascular Medicines Essential

140 Metronidazole Anti- Bacterial medicines Essential

141 Miconazole Dermatological Medicines Essential

142 Midazolam
1. Anti Convulsant/ Anti epileptic medicines
2. Anesthetic Agent 

Essential

143 Mifepristone Oxytocics and Abortifacient Essential

144 Misoprostol Oxytocics and Abortifacient Essential

145
MMA Kit (Combi Pack with Mifepristone + 
Misoprostol) (Oral/Vaginal)

Oxytocics and Abortifacient Essential

146 Monteleukast Medicines acting on the Respiratory tract Essential

147 Moxifloxacin Opthalmological Medicines Essential

148 Mupirocin Dermatological Medicines Essential

149 N Acetyl Cystine Antidote and other Substances used in Poisioning Essential

150 Naloxone As per mental health programme Essential

151 Neostigmine Antidotes and other substances used in poisoning Essential

152 Nifedipine Anti-Hypertensive Medicines Essential

153 Nitrofurantoin Anti- Bacterial medicines Essential
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154 Noradrenaline Cardiovascular Medicines Essential

155 Norethisterone Hormones, Other Endocrine Medicines and Contraceptives Essential

156 Norfloxacin Anti-diarrhoeal Essential

157 Normal Saline Drops Ear, Nose and Throat Medicines Essential

158 Ondansetron Gastrointestinal medicines Essential

159 Oral Rehydration Salts (ORS)
Solutions correcting Water, Electrolyte disturbances  
and Acid-base disturbances

Essential

160 Oxygen Anaesthetics Agent  Essential

161 Oxytocin Oxytocics and Antioxytocics Essential

162 Pantoprazole Gastrointestinal medicines Essential

163 Paracetamol (Acetaminophen) 
1. Non opioid Analgesic, Anti-Pyretic and Non steroidal Anti 
Inflammatory Medicines
2. Anti migraine Medicines

Essential

164 Pentazocine Opioid Analgesic Essential

165 Permethrin Dermatological Medicines Essential

166 Pheniramine Maleate Anti allergics and medicines used in Anaphylaxis Essential

167 Phenobarbitone As per mental health programme Essential

168 Phenytoin As per mental health programme Essential

169 Potassium Chloride 
Solutions correcting Water, Electrolyte disturbances and Acid-base 
disturbances

Essential

170 Povidone Iodine Antiseptics & Disinfectants Essential

171 Pralidoxime Chloride (2-PAM) Antidotes and other substances used in poisoning Essential

172 Prednisolone
1. Hormones, other Endocrine Medicines and Contraceptives
2. Opthalmological Medicines

Essential

173 Progesterone Hormones, Other Endocrine Medicines and Contraceptives Essential

174 Promethazine As per mental health programme Essential

175 Propofol Anaesthetics Agent  Essential

176 Propranolol
1. Cardiovascular Medicines
2.  Anti migraine Medicines

Essential

177 Rabies vaccines Immunologicals/Vaccines Essential

178 Ringer Lactate
Solutions correcting Water, Electrolyte disturbances  
and Acid-base disturbances

Essential

179 Risperidone As per mental health programme Essential

180 Salbutamol Medicines acting on the Respiratory tract Essential

181 Salicylic Acid Dermatological Medicines Essential

182 Silver sulphadiazine Dermatological Medicines Essential

183 Snake Venom Antiserum Antidote and other Substances used in Poisioning Essential

184 Sodium Bicarbonate
Solutions correcting Water, Electrolyte disturbances and Acid-base 
disturbances

Essential
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185 Sodium chloride 
Solutions correcting Water, Electrolyte disturbances  
and Acid-base disturbances

Essential

186 Sodium Valproate As per mental health programme Essential

187 Spironolactone Diuretics Essential

188 Telmisartan Anti-Hypertensive Medicines Essential

189 Telmisartan + Hydrochlorthiazide Anti-Hypertensive Medicines Essential

190 Theophyllin Medicine Acting on Respiratory Tract Essential

191 Thiamine Vitamins and Minerals Essential

192 Timolol Opthalmological Medicines Essential

193 Tinidazole Anti- Bacterial medicines Essential

194 Tramadol Opioid Analgesic Essential

195 Tranexamic acid Medicines affecting blood Essential

196 Trihexyphenidyl As per mental health programme Essential

197 Tropicamide Opthalmological Medicines Essential

198 Vecuronium Muscle Relaxants and Cholinesterase Inhibitors Essential

199 Vitamin A Vitamins and Minerals Essential

200 Vitamin B 12 Vitamins and Minerals Essential

201 Vitamin K1 Medicines affecting blood Essential

202 Warfarin Medicine Affecting Blood Essential

203 Water for Injection
Solutions correcting Water, Electrolyte disturbances and Acid-base 
disturbances

Essential

204 Xylometazoline Ear, Nose & Throat Medicines Essential

205 Zinc sulphate Gastrointestinal medicines Essential

206
As per Current National Universal 
Immunization Programme Guidelines

Immunologicals/Vaccines Essential

207
As per Family Planning commodities  as per 
program guidelines

Family planning commodities & Contraceptives Essential

208 As per Leprosy program guidelines Anti-Leprosy Medicines Essential

209 As per Malaria Program guidelines Anti- Malarial Medicines Essential

210 As per Tuberculosis program guidelines Anti-Tuberclosis Medicines Essential
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1 Amlodipine + Telmisartan Anti-Hypertensive Medicines Desirable

2 Atracurium Muscle Relaxants and Cholinesterase Inhibitors Desirable

3 Baclofen Muscle Relaxants and Cholinesterase Inhibitors (Anti spastic Drug) Desirable

4 Benzathine Benzylpenicillin Anti- Bacterial medicines Desirable

5 Benzoyl Peroxide + Clindamycin Dermatological Medicines Desirable

6 Boro-Spirit Ear, Nose & Throat Medicines Desirable

7 Buprenorphine As per mental health programme Desirable

8 Bupropion Medicine Used in Substance Use Disorder (Smoking Cessation) Desirable

9 Cabergoline Dopamine Agonist (Prolactin Inhibitor) Desirable

10 Calcium Hydroxide Dental restorative materials and medicines Desirable

11 Captopril Anti-Hypertensive Medicines Desirable

12 Carbetocin Oxytocics and Antioxytocics Desirable

13 Clove Oil Oral Care Desirable

14 Cloxacillin Sodium Anti- Bacterial medicines Desirable

15 Coal tar (A) + Salicylic Acid (B) Dermatological Medicines Desirable

16 Desferrioxamine Medicine Affecting Blood Desirable

17 Dextran-40 Plasma Volume Expander Desirable

18 Donepezil As per mental health programme Desirable

19 Entecavir Anti-Viral Medicines Desirable

20 Erythromycin Anti-Bacterial Medicine Desirable

21 Esomeprazole Gastrointestinal Medicines Desirable

22 Fentanyl Opioid Analgesic Desirable

23 Fluphenazine As per mental health programme Desirable

24 Flurometholone Opththalmological Medicines Desirable

25 Fluticasone drops Ear, Nose and Throat Medicines Desirable

26 Gabapentin + Vit B12 Vitamins and Minerals Desirable

27 Glass Ionomer Cement (GIC) Dental Restorative Material and Medicines Desirable

28 Glibenclamide Medicine Used in Diabetes Mellitus Desirable

29 Glipizide Medicine Used in Diabetes Mellitus Desirable

30 Griseofulvin Anti-fungal Medicines Desirable

31 Gutta Percha (GP) Dental Restorative Material and Medicines Desirable

32 Halothane Anaesthetics Agent  Desirable
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33 Human Chorionic Gonadotropin Ovulation Inducer Desirable

34 Hydroxyurea
Medicines affecting blood
'Essentiality only applicable for states/UTs having prevalence of Sickle 
Cell Anaemia.'

Desirable

35 Imipramine Medicine Used in Depressive Disorder Desirable

36 Indapamide Diuretic Desirable

37 Isoflurane Anaesthetics Agent  Desirable

38 Isoxsuprine Oxytocics and Antioxytocics Desirable

39 Ispaghula Gastrointestinal medicines Desirable

40 L-Arginine Nutraceuticals and Amino acids Desirable

41 Light Cure Composite Dental restorative materials and medicines Desirable

42 Liquid Paraffin-Menthol Drops Ear, Nose & Throat Medicines Desirable

43 Lisinopril Anti-Hypertensive Medicines Desirable

44 Lithium Medicines Used for bipolar disorder Desirable

45 Loperamide Gastrointestinal medicines Desirable

46 Mebendazole Intestinal Anti- helminthics medicines Desirable

47 Methylrosanilinium chloride (Gentian Violet) Antiseptics & Disinfectants Desirable

48 Morphine Opioid Analgesic Desirable

49 Naltrexone As per mental health programme Desirable

50 Natamycin Opththalmological Medicines Desirable

51 Nepafenac Opththalmological Medicines Desirable

52 Nitrous Oxide Anaesthetic agent Desirable

53 Olopatadine Opththalmological Medicines Desirable

54 Pilocarpine Opthalmological Medicines Desirable

55 Proparacaine Opththalmological Medicines Desirable

56 Riboflavin Vitamin and Minerals Desirable

57 Sevoflurane Anaesthetic agent Desirable

58 Sodium Cromoglycolate Opthalmological Medicines Desirable

59 Sodium Hypochlorite Dental Restorative Material and Medicines Desirable

60
Succinylcholine (Suxamethonium 
hydrochloride)

Muscle Relaxants and Cholinesterase Inhibitors Desirable

61 Tannic Acid Astringent Gum Paint Oral Care Desirable

62 Tenecteplase Medicine Affecting Blood Desirable

63 Tenofovir Anti-Viral Medicines Desirable

64 Thiopentone Anaesthetics Agent  Desirable



Sl. No. Medicine Name Therapeutic Catogory
Category (Essential/ 

Desirable)

Desirable List for CHC

65 Tiotropium Medicines acting on the Respiratory tract Desirable

66 Tooth Paste (Potassium Nitrate) Dental Restorative Material and Medicines Desirable

67 Turpentine Oil Pain Management Desirable

68 Zinc Oxide Eugenol Dental Restorative Material and Medicines Desirable

69 Acamprostate Medicine Used in Substance Use Disorder (Alcohol Withdrawl) Desirable

70 Cyclopentolate Opthalmological Medicines Desirable

71 Dexmedetomidine Anaesthetic agent Desirable

72 Ephedrine Anti- Hypotensive Medicines Desirable

73 Galantamine As per mental health programme Desirable

74 Glucosamine Sulphate Neutraceutical (Osteoarthritis) Desirable

75 Memantine As per mental health programme Desirable

76 Miltefosine Antileishmaniasis Medicines Desirable

77 Paraldehyde Medicine used in Neurological Disorders Desirable

78 Podophyllin Dermatological Medicines Desirable

79 Polygeline
Solutions correcting water, electrolyte disturbances and acid-base 
disturbances 

Desirable

80 Ribavarin Anti-Viral Medicines Desirable

81 Rivastigmine As per mental health programme Desirable

82 Sofosbuvir + Velpatasvir Anti-Viral Medicines Desirable

83 Tizanidine Muscle Relaxants and Anticholinergic Medicines Desirable

84 Varenicline Medicine Used in Substance Use Disorder (Smoking Cessation) Desirable

85 Potassium Permanganate Dermatological Medicines Desirable

86 Betahistine Anti Vertigo Desirable

87 Cinnarzine Anti Vertigo Desirable

88 Tamsulosin Benign Prostatic Hypertrophy Desirable

89 Tamsulosin + Dutasteride Benign Prostatic Hypertrophy Desirable

90 Alfuzosin Overactive Bladder Desirable

91 Solifenacin Overactive Bladder Desirable


